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FOREXPO 2008

THE PROFESSIONAL FAIR OF CULTIVATED FOREST

The 23rd FOREXPO edition, European fair of forestry and forest exploitation, will take place closely to Bordeaux, from Wednesday 11 to Friday 13 of June 2008.

For the second time, the Aquitaine capital receives, at the Bordeaux-Montesquieu technopole, the emblematic event of southwest Europe cultivated forest.

To answer to exhibitors ask, FOREXPO is now organized each four years. Due to the equipment manufacturers demand and according to the Forestry Demo Fairs advice, FOREXPO is open only to wood and forest professionals.

Because FOREXPO have never changed its basis

· A strictly professional event, organized by professionals, for professionals.

· A window on the sustainable management of the cultivated forest, with a focus on southwest forests, illustrated by equipment demonstrations in real exploitation conditions.

· An agenda of conferences and debates about main topics related to cultivated forest.

· A business meeting for buyers coming mainly from south of Europe.

In the forest

The fair will take place on an 80 hectares area. To be able to welcome 10 000 people a day, organizers are fitting out, in the forest, the infrastructures needed : circulations, parking, water, electricity, even , this year, WI-Fi and conveniences.

With, this year again, the Aquitaine and France PEFC (Pan European Forest Certification) as main partner, FOREXPO wants to be an ecological example: selective sorting out of garbage, used water recollection, promotion of car-sharing, bus and shuttle from and to Bordeaux.

Exhibitors stands will be organized along a 3 km tour witch valorises all equipments needed for forestry and forest exploitation activities.

Since the last FOREXPO, four years ago, one will be able to note the technological jump done for the materials: more precision, more efficiency, saving on energy... due to mechanisation progress, computing notably.

International opening

Member of the FOREXPO GIE, jointly with the Southwest Foresters Syndicate and the Aquitaine centre of forester productivity, the south Europe foresters union (USSE), has defined FOREXPO as a main appointment. 

The USSE has invited, among others, the persons in charge of the Spanish PEFC and Chilean forest owners.

Interco Aquitaine, the international cooperation agency of the regional council of Aquitaine is in charge of the organization of foreign delegations reception. After Latin America, Eastern Europe is the priority. High representatives of the countries are expected as well as manufacturers executives interested by the exhibited equipments.

Before the fair, this delegations will participate of technical visits: from genetic to wood process unit, going trough high tech forestry.

The international space, managed by Interco, will take place on the Regional council stand, jointly with the “forest-wood-paper pulp and related” technological pole, network in charge to animate Aquitaine training institutes and the competitiveness pole « industry and pine of future ».

Health and security at work as guest stars

Aquitaine « agricultural social mutual » (MSA), jointly with the Profesional Forestry Centre of Bazas, are going to insist on health and security aspects for all kind of job related to the forest, with a special attention put on woodcutting equipments.Indeed, since the 1999 storm the mechanisation of woodcutting operations became the rule in the Landes de Gascogne  forest. Training centres insist on this point too.

All risk evaluation points will be showed trough demonstrations of the Bazas CFPPA woodcutting machine. 

Demonstrations will be very concrete: « I leave the construction site, I stop the machine and wait fifteen minutes to avoid any fire risk. »

A binomial composed of a MAS prevention adviser and a representative of the Bazas CPFFA will animate the health and security pole.

A work-doctor will be present too, to sensitize operators about risks of the forest : Lyme disease for example.

This year again, MSA representatives will bring their expertise to the FOREXPO trophies witch reward the most innovative and efficient equipments regarding, among others, health and security aspects.

Three strong poles

· FOREXP'OCCASION is a complete marketing tool to support second-hand market: exhibition, sales, ads, auctions are previous.

· The wood-energy pole will be a combination of equipment exhibition (from forest exploitation equipment to boilers) and demonstrations. The message of this wood energy pole will be accentuate by a conferences agenda.

· For the first time, FOREXPO will reserve an area for the “Countries and Territories” pole, jointly with the Mimizan municipalities community and the French federation of forester municipalities (FNCOFOR).

Land settlement and risk management

On the DFCI stand (Forest defense against fire) the guest star will be the ATGeRI GIP, witch will participate to FOREXPO for the first time. This public interest grouping « land settlement and risk management » bring a new and unique cartographic culture for all kind of risk, beyond fire risk. 

The state, the fire and rescue local departments (Gironde, Dordogne, Lot et Garonne, Landes et Pyrénées Atlantiques), operating actors of the DFCI (Regional DFCI association and ASA unions -Authorized syndicalism associations-) and the National forest office composed this GIP.

The DFCI network is based on a 2500 voluntaries forest owner’s commitment and the financial support of the southwest foresters. It will communicate during FOREXPO:

· Insisting on the fire risk and its evolutions.

· Presenting the different works done by the DFCI to prevent fire: signal installation, hydraulic (water points, ditch cleaning), wood bridges, deposit places.

“Fire keeping” will be the topic of a conference that will take place the Wednesday 11 for the attention of owners and elected (It is the responsibility of the mayor, after the fire is extinct).

The same day, the regional association of DFCI will organize its general assembly in FOREXPO.

FOREXPO is

· A show of innovative equipments, in the forest, with a strong orientation to cultivated forest.

· A lot of demonstrations; pruning, mechanised woodcutting, stump crushing, mobile sawmills… in real exploitation conditions. Each exhibitor gets to his disposal a dedicated space to present his equipments functioning.

· Three demonstration areas dedicated to, for the first one, mechanized woodcutting of big pieces, for the second one, stump crushing, for the last one, reforestation itineraries.

· A big meeting place under the FOREXPO tent, where, among others, PEFC and USSE will be received.

· Workshops about advice-management, reforestation, pruning, woodcutting…

·  Conferences, debates, meetings and reunions

· Technical visits for specific publics: foreign delegations, scholars.

· 5 restaurants serving regional gastronomy.

· Two picnic areas under oak trees shadow.

THE OCCASION POLE : A FIRST BY FOREXPO

During FOREXPO 2008, the first Forexp’Occasion will be organized. This pole is an original initiative.

FOREXP’OCCASION is a business and animation pole around the second hand market. Organisers wanted to answer to a growing need at national and European level.

Second hand equipments begin to be a problem in Europe “ due to the different storms in Europe, in Sweden, in Germany, we expected an important increase of the offer of such equipments during the two next years” explains Régis Jutier, Chairman of the Manufacturers and distributors of forester equipments (ASCOCIF). In France, the number of second hand equipments is important. “Their value isn’t necessarily in accordance with their state. They are more expensive than in the rest of Europe. We are getting into troubles to sell these equipments in France” specifies the ASCODIF Chairman.

Objective : forest works security

This first edition of FOREXP’OCCASION will be limited to tractor drawn and rolling equipments for forestry, forester exploitation and wood transportation.

In the fair, a special place will be dedicated to FOREXP’OCCASION. This possibility to expose and sell second hand equipments and to make demonstrations is regulated by a 1993 European regulation, transcript in French laws and work code. Exhibited equipments must conform to the last regulations. No derogation can be allowed, except for auction.

There are two objectives explains the Regional Service for Work Inspection and Agricultural Social Policy (SRITEPSA): To avoid work accidents and to clean up the second hand market to guarantee the worker security.

A certificate given by the seller to the buyer specifies all the points that have been modified to have the equipment in accordance with the regulations. The seller is responsible in case of any accident.

The work inspection service can realize inspections at any moment during the fair as well as in the enterprises.

Three main objectives
· An exhibition with sale of conform materials proposed by manufacturers or distributors in their own stand or in the dedicated space.

· Ads stuck at the Forexp’Occasion entry (description and photo).

· An auction will take place the Friday 13 of June, from 11 to 1 pm on the Forexp’Occasion pole. The catalogue will be available at the entry.

CONFORM MATERIALS

Machines and equipment that will be exposed must be conform to the work-regulations in term of user security.

New and second hand equipments: It is forbidden to present equipments wich don’t conform to the regulations. 

New materials only: possibility to obtain a ban dispensation to expose not conform material, with the obligation to signal that the material doesn’t conform and can't be sell before modification to conform to the regulations.

Second hand equipments: no dispensation. Obligation to expose and sell materials witch  conform.

Special cases : judiciary sells, sell for destruction or recovery of parts. The buyer makes him responsible for the material buy.

THE WOOD-ENERGY POLE

COMPLEMENTARY TOOLS FOR RESSOURCES EVALUATION

The FOREXPO 2008 edition propose to the visitors a pole dedicated to wood-energy and the forest biomass evaluation.

The wood-energy would probably not be the miraculous outlet for Aquitaine forests. It's, for foresters, a supplementary tool for give value to the forest resources. It answers to a growing expectation of the society: the necessity to find renewable energy sources as alternative to fossil energies.

If heating wood is as old as the world, today wood is used for warm and electricity production. It needs news process and new tools.

From various point of view, the Aquitaine case is singular. Second wood transformation industries and paper-maker industries use already an important part of the resource, among others, as energy.

Mobilize the wood-energy

The 23 of January 2003 European directive about renewable energies confirms that in 2020, renewable energy sources should represent 20% of all the European energy consumption. For France, the quota is 23% (10,3% today).

Following the Grenelle meeting recommendations, the government wants to launch a great plan to mobilize the forest resources.

· Wood heating development with the ADEME (Environmental and energy control agency) support.

· Increasing of collective and industrial boilers, for wich demand of collectivities is important.

· Creation of co-generation big units to produce heat and energy through calls for tenders managed by the Energy regulation commission. The second call for tenders, actually evaluated, has foreseen 7 projects for Aquitaine. If they are all realized, it would mean a 500 000 t wood consumption more.

How, in terms of quantity and quality, these new demands can be supplied? Who will be the forest biomass suppliers? How produce more, respecting environmental constraints? Questions witch will be topics for two debates during FOREXPO.

From the field to the boiler

Crops machines, transportation machines, boilers and services (Elyo) will be exhibited during FOREXPO.

This sector wood-energy needs a large range of tools. Cutting machines for the second and the third thin out must be able to treat important length, recovering the top of the tree and making a specific classification.

Unloading tools are not really different than traditional carriers done to transport 4-6 meters wood length.

But in Aquitaine, we used to working 2,5-3 meters woods, except for construction (4 or 5 meters).

An other regional particularity: the wood is process in the field, so we don't use “skidders” to entirely unload trees.

The range of machines to tear will be exhibited.

· Small ones with knife-discs to supply collective or individual boilers.

· bigger ones able to work in the forest or on a platform. These kind of tools are used in the Blayais and Medoc (north Gironde) to extract trees broken by the 1999 storm. In these particular conditions, there is no other way to work. This machine is able to crush entirely a tree.

To be seen, among others, the CAFSA’s machine : a small crushing machine support in front of a tractor with an extracting system to a retractable skip. This kind of machine illustrates the large range of machines able to work in fields where thin out are delayed.

Tools to dry the wood will also been exhibited: to be dried, crushing wood can be stocked under open warehouses or canvas covers.

At least, one could see boilers for pieces or granules.

For the Aquitaine foresters syndicates union

THE WOOD-ENERGY IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO PUT BACK INTO THE RACE CLUMPS MARGINALIZED TODAY.

For the Aquitaine foresters the goal still to obtain from the wood as much add value as possible : to aim it, they have to produce timber with a permanent attention to the best valorisation. Wood-energy comes at the end of the cycle.

Regarding the plantations made only or half for wood-energy, the aquitaine foresters opinion is clear : the exploitation to produce only wood-energy is not enough.

Added, that the fact to consider the forest only for biomass production is not conform to the carbon reduction strategy witch needs production of timber.

The Aquitaine foresters point of view is that there are three markets for their products 1 – wood as construction material, 2 – wood-carbon, 3 – wood-energy.

But, and its a new fact, the biomass production can give the opportunity to rehabilitee forests disused. The production of wood-energy could permit to these forests to be cultivated again. If the demand increases, it can also be considered to plant under electric lines or windmills.

FOREXPO VALORIZE COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES

Novelty 2008, a “countries and territories” pole values all the work done in the occasion of local projects. The municipalities Community of Mimizan, jointly with the National federation of Forester municipalities (FNCOFOR) will animate this pole.

The FNCOFOR insists on the interest of « realization clusters » built from territories by actors under the animation of a local elected. Under the responsibility of the French agriculture Ministry and the Interministerial Delegation for territory planning and competitiveness, the FNCOFOR is in charge of the animation of the national forester charters: there are 70 in France today.

Created by the 9 July 2001 law, the forester charter of territory aims to define a sustainable management of the forest and a strategy for the forest-wood-paper sector at local level.

« This dimension for development project is very relevant » underline Charles Dereix, FNCOFOR Director. To get it well, he define several components : a consistent territory on geographical, economical and forester aspects; an elected person, or a group of leaders to  support the project, forester problematic well identified, and an local administrative organization able to « mobilize animation ».

The countries and territories stand

FOREXPO will host for the first time a stand « countries and territories » on a 300 m2 space. The Municipalities community of Mimizan, FOREXPO partner since 1996, is in charge of its preparation. «  We want to demonstrate how a public action can be an engine for an economic sector » says Stéphanie Berbille. The General Director of the Municipalities community of Mimizan insists on the political necessity to join the countries inside the Landes de Gascogne clump. Regional council and departmental councils are partners for this operation leading by Mimizan at the Landes Department.

The exhibition will be focused on operational aspects of the projects.

Forest and wood has participated of the Forester municipalities’ development. So, naturally, all linked topics will be show off on the « countries and territories » stand : wood construction, wood-energy and the organisation of the wood supply.

Forester municipalities: « 1000 wood-boilers for countries »

The National federation of Forester municipalities (FNCOFOR) will expose during Forexpo its « 1000 wood-boilers for countries » program, done to support municipalities which want to develop the wood-energy. The FNCOFOR helps the local elected persons to assume their responsibilities as municipality’s forest owner and responsible for territory planning.

This program allows the municipalities to work together, to benefit of reference studies, and even best prices for equipments. « We want to develop a reference plan for wood-energy supply, witch will be the base for determinate commercial offers » explains Charles Dereix, the FNCOFOR Director.

Each Territorial supply plan (PAT) identifies and localizes the resource, studies how to mobilize it and defines investments needed to increase this mobilization and reduce its cost.

WHEN WORKING IN THE FOREST BECOMES SPORT!

With the chain saw France championship and the Stihl timbersports series, FOREXPO 2008 will be the wood sport sawing capital.

FOREXPO 2008 is one of the four stages of the precision chain saw french championship: after the Vaucluse, the 1 and 2 of March, the Allier, the 15 and 16 of March and before the Aisne, the 23 and 24 of august.

Five tests constitute the program

· Cutting

· Pruning.

· Combined cut.

· Chain changing.

· Precision.

The organizer of this championship is the national federation of countries sport (FNSMR). It's a multisports federation created in 1983 to promote and develop the practice of sport in the countries.

Since 2006, the FNSMR put together all sport activities related to woodcutting (chain saw, hatchet, skeleton-key) in the « woodcutting cup ».

Because chain saw get the most important development as sport, a french championship is organized.

Stilh and Husqvarna, and Groupama, support the FNSMR to obtain the 2012 world championship. In France, its a recent practice, and our national team is 23th on 30.

Next world championship will takes place in Germany next october. Then it will be in 2010 in Croatia.

A new website is dedicated to woodcutting sport : www.coupedeboissportive.org.

THE STILH TIMBERSPORTS SERIES

For the second time, FOREXPO hosts the qualifications of the french championship « Stilh timbersports series ».

Every day, this spectacular activity will offer five demonstrations, individual and by team. A spanish team is expected.

The Stilh timbersport series valorises special techniques of the cut art in three specialities : hatchet, handsaw and chain saw.

These specialities are born in 1986 in the USA and imported in Germany in 2000 before developing themselves in Switserland, Holand, Austria, Spain, Danemark, and Scandinavia.

IDENTITY CARD

Date and place

· Wednesday 11, Tuesday 12 and Friday 13 of June 2008.

· From 9 to 18.

· 10 euros a day including the catalogue.

· Bordeaux Technopole, near to Bordeaux. 20 mm from the railway station or international airport. Two highways along the fair: The A63 coming from Spain and the A62 coming from Paris and south of France.

Actors

FOREXPO, European Fair of forestry and forest exploitation is organized by the Economic interest grouping (GIE) FOREXPO.

The GIE joins The syndicate of Southwest foresters, The Aquitaine Centre for the forest productivity, and the South Europe foresters union. The Chairman is Mr Jean-Louis MARTRES.

Teams from the Aquitaine regional centre of forest propriety, Agriculture chambers of each department of Aquitaine, the regional association for forest defence and against fire, and the others organism witch conform the wood-house, are mobilized to prepare and animate the fair.

Forest works cooperatives and enterprises, social agriculture mutual and the Bazas forester vocational stage centre are also associated to.

Main partners

The main partners are: the Aquitaine regional council, the Gironde department council, the Landes department council, France and Aquitaine PEFC, RTE (Transportation and electric network), the Aquitaine Poitou-Charentes Caisse d'Epargne.

A special partnership has been determinate with the South Atlantic cooperative of agriculture and forestry (CAFSA), the municipalities’ community of Montesquieu and the Pessac-Leognan wine syndicate.

Fonder-member of the European network « forestry demo fairs » closely with others important fairs in Europe (Elmia wood in Sweden, FinnMetko in Finland, KWF in Germany, Austrofoma in Austria) and the American In-wood Expo, FOREXPO has signed the common charter of all these fairs.

www.foresteryfairs.com
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